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(a), (b), and (c) of this section. The ap-
pendix must be referenced in the cor-
responding section(s) of the security
program.

§1542.105 Approval and amendments.

(a) Initial approval of security program.
Unless otherwise authorized by the des-
ignated official, each airport operator
required to have a security program
under this part must submit its initial
proposed security program to the des-
ignated official for approval at least 90
days before the date any aircraft oper-
ator or foreign air carrier required to
have a security program under part
1544 or part 1546 of this chapter is ex-
pected to begin operations. Such re-
quests will be processed as follows:

(1) The designated official, within 30
days after receiving the proposed secu-
rity program, will either approve the
program or give the airport operator
written notice to modify the program
to comply with the applicable require-
ments of this part.

(2) The airport operator may either
submit a modified security program to
the designated official for approval, or
petition the Administrator to recon-
sider the notice to modify within 30
days of receiving a notice to modify. A
petition for reconsideration must be
filed with the designated official.

(3) The designated official, upon re-
ceipt of a petition for reconsideration,
either amends or withdraws the notice,
or transmits the petition, together
with any pertinent information, to the
Administrator for reconsideration. The
Administrator disposes of the petition
within 30 days of receipt by either di-
recting the designated official to with-
draw or amend the notice to modify, or
by affirming the notice to modify.

(b) Amendment requested by an airport
operator. Except as provided in
§1542.103(c), an airport operator may
submit a request to the designated offi-
cial to amend its security program, as
follows:

(1) The request for an amendment
must be filed with the designated offi-
cial at least 45 days before the date it
proposes for the amendment to become
effective, unless a shorter period is al-
lowed by the designated official.

(2) Within 30 days after receiving a
proposed amendment, the designated
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official, in writing, either approves or
denies the request to amend.

(3) An amendment to a security pro-
gram may be approved if the des-
ignated official determines that safety
and the public interest will allow it,
and the proposed amendment provides
the level of security required under
this part.

(4) Within 30 days after receiving a
denial, the airport operator may peti-
tion the Administrator to reconsider
the denial.

(5) Upon receipt of a petition for re-
consideration, the designated official
either approves the request to amend
or transmits the petition within 30
days of receipt, together with any per-
tinent information, to the Adminis-
trator for reconsideration. The Admin-
istrator disposes of the petition within
30 days of receipt by either directing
the designated official to approve the
amendment or affirming the denial.

() Amendment by TSA. If safety and
the public interest require an amend-
ment, the designated official may
amend a security program as follows:

(1) The designated official sends to
the airport operator a notice, in writ-
ing, of the proposed amendment, fixing
a period of not less than 30 days within
which the airport operator may submit
written information, views, and argu-
ments on the amendment.

(2) After considering all relevant ma-
terial, the designated official notifies
the airport operator of any amendment
adopted or rescinds the notice. If the
amendment is adopted, it becomes ef-
fective not less than 30 days after the
airport operator receives the notice of
amendment, unless the airport oper-
ator petitions the Administrator to re-
consider no later than 15 days before
the effective date of the amendment.
The airport operator must send the pe-
tition for reconsideration to the des-
ignated official. A timely petition for
reconsideration stays the effective date
of the amendment.

(3) Upon receipt of a petition for re-
consideration, the designated official
either amends or withdraws the notice,
or transmits the petition, together
with any pertinent information to the
Administrator for reconsideration. The
Administrator disposes of the petition
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within 30 days of receipt by either di-
recting the designated official to with-
draw or amend the amendment, or by
affirming the amendment.

(d) Emergency amendments. Notwith-
standing paragraph (c) of this section,
if the designated official finds that
there is an emergency requiring imme-
diate action with respect to safety and
security in air transportation or in air
commerce that makes procedures in
this section contrary to the public in-
terest, the designated official may
issue an amendment, effective without
stay on the date the airport operator
receives the notice of it. In such a case,
the designated official must incor-
porate in the notice a brief statement
of the reasons and findings for the
amendment to be adopted. The airport
operator may file a petition for recon-
sideration under paragraph (c) of this
section; however, this does not stay the
effective date of the emergency amend-
ment.

§1542.107 Changed conditions affect-
ing security.

(a) After approval of the security pro-
gram, each airport operator must no-
tify TSA when changes have occurred
to the—

(1) Measures, training, area descrip-
tions, or staffing, described in the secu-
rity program;

(2) Operations of an aircraft operator
or foreign air carrier that would re-
quire modifications to the security pro-
gram as required under §1542.103; or

(3) Layout or physical structure of
any area under the control of the air-
port operator, airport tenant, aircraft
operator, or foreign air carrier used to
support the screening process, access,
presence, or movement control func-
tions required under part 1542, 1544, or
1546 of this chapter.

(b) Each airport operator must notify
TSA no more than 6 hours after the
discovery of any changed condition de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section,
or within the time specified in its secu-
rity program, of the discovery of any
changed condition described in para-
graph (a) of this section. The airport
operator must inform TSA of each in-
terim measure being taken to maintain
adequate security until an appropriate
amendment to the security program is
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approved. Each interim measure must
be acceptable to TSA.

(c) For changed conditions expected
to be less than 60 days duration, each
airport operator must forward the in-
formation required in paragraph (b) of
this section in writing to TSA within
72 hours of the original notification of
the change condition(s). TSA will no-
tify the airport operator of the disposi-
tion of the notification in writing. If
approved by TSA, this written notifica-
tion becomes a part of the airport secu-
rity program for the duration of the
changed condition(s).

(d) For changed conditions expected
to be 60 days or more duration, each
airport operator must forward the in-
formation required in paragraph (b) of
this section in the form of a proposed
amendment to the airport operator’s
security program, as required under
§1542.105. The request for an amend-
ment must be made within 30 days of
the discovery of the changed condi-
tion(s). TSA will respond to the request
in accordance with §1542.105.

§1542.109 Alternate means of compli-
ance.

If in TSA’s judgment, the overall
safety and security of the airport, and
aircraft operator or foreign air carrier
operations are not diminished, TSA
may approve a security program that
provides for the use of alternate meas-
ures. Such a program may be consid-
ered only for an operator of an airport
at which service by aircraft operators
or foreign air carriers under part 1544
or 1546 of this chapter is determined by
TSA to be seasonal or infrequent.

§1542.111 Exclusive area agreements.

(a) TSA may approve an amendment
to an airport security program under
which an aircraft operator or foreign
air carrier that has a security program
under part 1544 or 1546 of this chapter
assumes responsibility for specified se-
curity measures for all or portions of
the secured area, AOA, or SIDA, in-
cluding access points, as provided in
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